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UNIT ONE: The 
Global Heritage of 
the American People 
Prior to 1550
    I. History- The study
          of People
     II. Geographic 
Factors Influence 
Culture

    •Mayan, Incas
       and Aztecs

UNIT ONE (con’t)
The Global Heritage 
of the American 
People Prior to 1550

III.  Iroquois and 
Algonquin cultures

UNIT TWO: 
European 
Exploration and 
the Colonization 
of the Americas  
    I. Exploration 
and Settlement

UNIT TWO:
(con’t) 
European 
Exploration and the 
Colonization of the 
Americas 
   II. Colonial 
Settlement: 
Geographic, Political, 
and Economic Factors

UNIT THREE: 
A Nation is 
Created
   I. Causes of the 
American 
Revolution
   II. Changes 
brought about by 
the revolution

UNIT FOUR: 
Experiments in 
Government
    I.The Articles of 
Confederation
    II.The New York 
State Constitution
    III. The United 
States Constitution

UNIT FIVE: Life 
in the New 
Nation
    I. Westward 
expansion
    II.The Age of 
Jackson
    III.Preindustrial 
Age 1790-1860s

UNIT SIX: 
Division and 
Reunion
    I. Underlying 
Causes of the 
Civil War
    II. The Civil 
War Breaks Out

UNIT SIX(con’t)
Division and 
Reunion
    III. Results of 
the Civil War
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•  Reading and 
Interpreting Maps
•  Comparing and 
contrasting cultures
•  Analyzing primary 
and secondary sources 
and artifacts
•Defining social 
science issues and 
problems

•  Understanding the 
connection between people 
and places.
• Identifying and 
comparing physical, human 
and cultural characteristics 
of regions and people.
• Comparing the social and 
economic  characteristics 
of different cultures.

•  Understanding the 
world view prior to 
1500
•  Investigating factors 
that brought about 
change in where people 
lived.
•  Understanding the 
impact of European 
settlements on Native 
Americans.

Comparing and 
contrasting life in 
the different 
colonies

Grouping 
information

Creating time lines

Determining cause 
and effect

Analyzing 
political cartoons

Recognizing 
points of view

Debating issues of 
westward 
expansion

Mapping causes 
using maps, webs, 
charts, graphs, etc.

Mapping results, 
using maps, webs, 
charts, graphs, etc.

TEACHER'S NAME VanVoorhis, Sassenhousen, Hunter, Morgan SUBJECT/COURSE  Social Studies GRADE 07
N

Y
S 

ST
A

N
D

A
R

D
S

Social Studies # 1: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the 
United States and New York. Social Studies# 3:Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we 
live—local, national, and global—including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface.Social Studies # 4:  ...demonstrate their understanding of how the 
United States and other societies develop economic systems .....SS #5 Civics
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• explain how societies 
and nations attempt to 
satisfy their basic needs 
and wants by utilizing
scarce capital, natural, 
and human resources
• understand the 
characteristics, 
functions, and 
applications of maps, 
globes, aerial and other
photographs...

• understand how 
scarcity requires people 
and nations to make 
choices which involve 
costs and future 
considerations
• define basic economic 
concepts such as 
scarcity, supply and 
demand, markets, 
opportunity costs, 
resources, productivity, 
economic growth, and 
systems

• describe the 
relationships between 
people and 
environments and the 
connections between 
people and places.

• investigate why 
people and places are 
located where they are 
located and what 
patterns
can be perceived in 
these locations
• map information 
about people, places, 
and environments

• explore the meaning 
of American culture 
by identifying the key 
ideas, beliefs, and 
patterns
of behavior, and 
traditions that help 
define it and unite all 
Americans

• interpret the ideas, 
values, and beliefs 
contained in the 
Declaration of 
Independence
and the New York 
State Constitution and 
United States 
Constitution, Bill of 
Rights, and
other important 
historical documents.

• understand how 
people in the United 
States and throughout 
the world are both 
producers and 
consumers of goods 
and services
• consider the nature 
and evolution of 
constitutional 
democracies

• investigate key 
turning points in...and 
US history and 
explain why these 
events are significant.
• describe historic 
events through the 
eyes and experiences 
of those who were 
there

• analyze how the 
values of a nation 
affect the guarantee of 
human rights and 
make provisions
for human needs
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UNIT ONE: The 
Global Heritage of 
the American People 
Prior to 1550
    I. History- The study
          of People
     II. Geographic 
Factors Influence 
Culture

    •Mayan, Incas
       and Aztecs

UNIT ONE (con’t)
The Global Heritage 
of the American 
People Prior to 1550

III.  Iroquois and 
Algonquin cultures

UNIT TWO: 
European 
Exploration and 
the Colonization 
of the Americas  
    I. Exploration 
and Settlement

UNIT TWO:
(con’t) 
European 
Exploration and the 
Colonization of the 
Americas 
   II. Colonial 
Settlement: 
Geographic, Political, 
and Economic Factors

UNIT THREE: 
A Nation is 
Created
   I. Causes of the 
American 
Revolution
   II. Changes 
brought about by 
the revolution

UNIT FOUR: 
Experiments in 
Government
    I.The Articles of 
Confederation
    II.The New York 
State Constitution
    III. The United 
States Constitution

UNIT FIVE: Life 
in the New 
Nation
    I. Westward 
expansion
    II.The Age of 
Jackson
    III.Preindustrial 
Age 1790-1860s

UNIT SIX: 
Division and 
Reunion
    I. Underlying 
Causes of the 
Civil War
    II. The Civil 
War Breaks Out

UNIT SIX(con’t)
Division and 
Reunion
    III. Results of 
the Civil War

Why study 
history?

What is culture?

Why study Native 
American 
cultures?

What were the major 
causes and effects of 
European exploration?

Why did Europeans 
create colonies in 
North and South 
America?

Why were 
colonies formed?

How did colonial 
life evolve?

What are the political, 
economic and social 
causes of the American 
Revolution?

What is a revolution 
and what are types of 
revolutions?

How did social and 
economic life change 
as the U.S. began to 
move from an agrarian 
to an industrial 
society?

Who paid the price for 
Manifest Destiny?

What political, 
social and 
economic factors 
caused the Civil 
War?

Was the Civil War  
inevitable?

What were the political, 
social and economic 
effects of the Civil 
War?

What were the long 
term economic, 
political and social 
implications of 
Reconstruction?

How did states 
developing   new 
institutions and laws 
influence the writing of 
the U.S. Constitution?

 How did the NYS 
constitution reflect the 
principles embodied in 
the Declaration of 
Independence?
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research the past?  
Compare/contrast 
Mayan, Incas and 
Aztecs, the similarities.

Know the difference 
between primary and 
secondary sources. 

How did geography 
influence the 
development of each 
culture?

How was the European 
world view 
demonstrated in maps, 
artwork and writing 
from the time?

How did the mother 
country benefit from 
colonization?

How were New Spain,, 
New France and 
English colonies run 
and organized?

How did the colonist 
treat the Native 
American tribes?

What specific British 
policies galvanized 
public opinion in the 
colonies?

How did the 
Revolution change 
people’s lives?

How are the New York 
State Constitution and the 
United States Constitution 
alike and different?  

How did perspectives 
differ on the new nation’s 
viability under the 
Constitution?

What was Jacksonian 
democracy?
Identify key figures of 
westward expansion 
and the Industrial 
Revolution.
Identify important 
inventions and their 
impact.

Identify key figures of 
the Civil War.

Describe the 
relationship between 
people and their 
environments as it 
relates to the Civil War.

Identify key battles of 
the Civil War.

Compare/contrast the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of the 
North and South.
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How do anthropology, 
economics, geography, 
political science, 
psychology, and sociology 
assist historians as they 
uncover the past research 
the present and forecast 
the future?
How did geographic 
features affect political, 
social and economic 
aspects of life in the 
Mayan, Aztec and Inca 
cultures?

What are the political, 
social and economic 
characteristics of each 
North American 
culture?
How did the North 
American world 
perspective differ from 
that of the Europeans?

How  have the events of 
exploration and 
colonization been 
interpreted throughout 
history?

(STEP)Social
Technological
Economical and 
Political  causes
What are the political 
economic and social 
roots of colonial 
settlements in the 
Americas?
What role did 
geography play in the 
settlement pattern of 
colonies?

STEP

Were all Americans in 
favor of a revolution? 
Why/Why not?

STEP

What political, 
economic and social 
issues did the new 
nation confront under 
the Constitution?

How did the first 
United States 
government operate?

STEP
How did the British 
view the Americans?

How did the results of 
the War of 1812 propel 
the growth of the 
United States?

What is Manifest 
Destiny? 

STEP
Understand a strong 
central government vs. 
individual state’s 
rights.

What were the 
conflicting 
perspectives on 
slavery?

What is the 
compromise of 1850?

STEP
What is the ongoing 
debate regarding state 
vs. federal power?

Describe the impact of 
Lincoln’s 
Emancipation 
Proclamation.
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UNIT ONE: The 
Global Heritage of 
the American People 
Prior to 1550
    I. History- The study
          of People
     II. Geographic 
Factors Influence 
Culture

    •Mayan, Incas
       and Aztecs

UNIT ONE (con’t)
The Global Heritage 
of the American 
People Prior to 1550

III.  Iroquois and 
Algonquin cultures

UNIT TWO: 
European 
Exploration and 
the Colonization 
of the Americas  
    I. Exploration 
and Settlement

UNIT TWO:
(con’t) 
European 
Exploration and the 
Colonization of the 
Americas 
   II. Colonial 
Settlement: 
Geographic, Political, 
and Economic Factors

UNIT THREE: 
A Nation is 
Created
   I. Causes of the 
American 
Revolution
   II. Changes 
brought about by 
the revolution

UNIT FOUR: 
Experiments in 
Government
    I.The Articles of 
Confederation
    II.The New York 
State Constitution
    III. The United 
States Constitution

UNIT FIVE: Life 
in the New 
Nation
    I. Westward 
expansion
    II.The Age of 
Jackson
    III.Preindustrial 
Age 1790-1860s

UNIT SIX: 
Division and 
Reunion
    I. Underlying 
Causes of the 
Civil War
    II. The Civil 
War Breaks Out

UNIT SIX(con’t)
Division and 
Reunion
    III. Results of 
the Civil War

Why study 
history?

What is culture?

Why study Native 
American 
cultures?

What were the major 
causes and effects of 
European exploration?

Why did Europeans 
create colonies in 
North and South 
America?

Why were 
colonies formed?

How did colonial 
life evolve?

What are the political, 
economic and social 
causes of the American 
Revolution?

What is a revolution 
and what are types of 
revolutions?

How did social and 
economic life change 
as the U.S. began to 
move from an agrarian 
to an industrial 
society?

Who paid the price for 
Manifest Destiny?

What political, 
social and 
economic factors 
caused the Civil 
War?

Was the Civil War  
inevitable?

What were the political, 
social and economic 
effects of the Civil 
War?

What were the long 
term economic, 
political and social 
implications of 
Reconstruction?

How did states 
developing   new 
institutions and laws 
influence the writing of 
the U.S. Constitution?

 How did the NYS 
constitution reflect the 
principles embodied in 
the Declaration of 
Independence?
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•  Reading and 
Interpreting Maps
•  Comparing and 
contrasting cultures
•  Analyzing primary 
and secondary sources 
and artifacts
•Defining social 
science issues and 
problems

•  Understanding the 
connection between people 
and places.
• Identifying and 
comparing physical, human 
and cultural characteristics 
of regions and people.
• Comparing the social and 
economic  characteristics 
of different cultures.

•  Understanding the 
world view prior to 
1500
•  Investigating factors 
that brought about 
change in where people 
lived.
•  Understanding the 
impact of European 
settlements on Native 
Americans.

Comparing and 
contrasting life in 
the different 
colonies

Grouping 
information

Creating time lines

Determining cause 
and effect

Analyzing 
political cartoons

Recognizing 
points of view

Debating issues of 
westward 
expansion

Mapping causes 
using maps, webs, 
charts, graphs, etc.

Mapping results, 
using maps, webs, 
charts, graphs, etc.
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Complete Venn 
diagram comparing and 
contrasting cultures

DBQ’s Using 
children’s literature 
about the first 
Thanksgiving and the 
real story of 
Thanksgiving answer 
the question How are 
stereotypes about 
Native American’s 
perpetuated through 
children’s literature?

Using the reasons 
people explore 
(religious freedom, 
greed..) find evidence 
of this in today’s 
society.  Create a poster 
illustrating 
colonization in today’s 
society. 

Design your own 
colony include type of 
government, type of 
colony, a map, natural 
resources, and type of 
colony

Create a political 
cartoon illustrating 
the colonists, British, 
and Native American 
points of view

Participate in a mock 
constitutional 
convention,debate 
issues of the time, role 
play the different 
points of view.

Using pictures and 
documents from the 
trail of tears, students 
will write a newspaper 
article informing 
people of the realities 
of the situation.

Participate in 
Underground Railroad 
reenactment

exchange connect.net 
Teleprojects/ and 
Railroad projects

Using the Internet 
students will 
identify a current 
event and 
categorize states 
rights vs. federal 
rights
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