
September October November December January February March April May

C
O

N
T

E
N

T

Our School 
Community: 
Roles and 
Responsibilities

My Family and 
Other Families

History of My 
Family

Challenge of 
Meeting Needs 
and Wants

Economic 
Decision Making

Challenge of 
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Decision Making

Symbols of 
Citizenship
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•identifying roles 
and 
responsibilities 
within the school 
community

•communicating 
how families are 
alike and different

•naming traditions 
and customs in 
my family

•understanding the 
relationship 
between earning 
money and buying 
goods

•making choices 
about the goods 
people need to 
meet their needs 
and wants

•reciting the 
Pledge of 
Allegiance
•describing details 
of the national 
holidays and 
symbols

•participating in 
classroom decision 
making

•creating 
neighborhood 
maps

•identifying 
community events 
and celebrations
•recognizing 
significant local 
community 
landmarks
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Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of:
Standard 1 major ideas, eras, themes, developments and turning points in the history of the United States and New York 
Standard 2-major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives
Standard 3 the geography of the interdependent world in which we live-local, national and global-including the distribution of people, places and environments ...
Standard 4 how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the U.S. and other national economies and how ...
Standard 5 the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the U.S. and other nations; the U.S. Constitution; the basic civic values ...
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Standard 5
•Students identify 
and describe the 
rules and 
responsibilities 
students have at 
home, in the 
classroom, and at 
school             

Standard 5
•Students examine 
what it means to 
be a good citizen in 
the classroom, 
school, home and 
community

Standard 5
•Students understand that 
citizenship includes an 
awareness of the holidays, 
celebrations, and symbols 
of our nation
Standard 1
•Students gather & 
organize info. about the 
traditions of groups in their 
community &  recognize 
how traditions are passed 
from one generation to the 
next 

Standard 4
•Students know that 
scarcity requires 
individuals to make 
choices and that these 
choices involve costs
Standard 2
•Students study about 
how the availability 
and distribution of 
resources is important 
to a nation’s economic 
growth

Standard 4
•Students know that 
scarcity requires 
individuals to make 
choices and that these 
choices involve costs
Standard 2
•Students study about 
how the availability 
and distribution of 
resources is important 
to a nation’s economic 
growth  

Standard 1
•Students identify 
individuals who have 
helped to strengthen 
democracy in the US and 
the world
• Students explain those 
values, practices, and 
traditions that unite all 
Americans
Standard 5
•Students understand that 
citizenship includes an 
awareness of the holidays, 
celebrations, and symbols 
of our nation

Standard 5 
•Students describe the 
basic purpose of 
government and the 
importance of civic 
life

Standard 3
•Students will draw 
maps and diagrams that 
serve as representations 
of places, physical 
features, and objects
•Students ask 
geographic questions 
about where they are 
located;  what is 
important about their 
locations;  and how 
their locations are 
related to the location 
of other people and 
places

Standard 1
•Students gather and 
organize info. about 
traditions transmitted 
by groups in their 
community
•Students recognize 
how traditions and 
practices were passed 
from  one generation to 
the next
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Roles and 
Responsibilities

My Family and 
Other Families

History of My 
Family

Challenge of 
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and Wants

Economic 
Decision Making

Challenge of 
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and Wants 

Economic 
Decision Making

Symbols of 
Citizenship
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and Changing 
Rules and Laws

Places In My 
Community and 
Local Region

My Community 
and Local Region

Who is in my 
school community 
and what rules 
keep us safe?

What is a family? What are the 
important events 
in my family 
history?

What goods and 
services are 
essential for your 
family?

How do people 
earn money to 
purchase goods 
and services?

When do we have 
to change rules to 
meet the needs of 
our changing 
community?

How do I use a 
map or globe?

What important 
places and events 
are in my 
community?

What are some 
symbols of my 
country and where 
can they be 
found?
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responsibilities of 
school staff

•families have 
beliefs, customs 
and traditions

•time lines and 
family trees
•illustrate family 
history

•people in 
communities make 
choices due to 
various needs and 
wants and scarce 
resources

•needs and wants 
of people have 
changed over time

•our flag has 
changed over time

•citizenship •we can make 
maps to represent 
places, physical 
features and 
objects

•historic events 
and places have 
shaped our 
community

E
SS

E
N

T
IA

L
 T

O
 

K
N

O
W

 A
N

D
 D

O

•each person in 
our school 
community has a 
job
•rules in our 
school community 
keep us safe

•families 
(members depend 
on  each other)

•families have 
histories
•families have 
different 
beliefs/customs 
and traditions

•families use tools, 
technologies and 
other resources to 
purchase goods 
and services

•people work to 
earn money to 
purchase goods 
and services

•citizenship 
includes 
understanding 
appropriate 
display and use of 
the flag

•students 
participate in 
problem solving, 
decision making 
and conflict 
resolution

•places can be 
located on a map 
or globe

•different events, 
people, problems 
and ideas make up 
my community’s 
history
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•identifying roles 
and 
responsibilities 
within the school 
community

•communicating 
how families are 
alike and different

•naming traditions 
and customs in 
my family

•understanding the 
relationship 
between earning 
money and buying 
goods

•making choices 
about the goods 
people need to 
meet their needs 
and wants

•reciting the 
Pledge of 
Allegiance
•describing details 
of the national 
holidays and 
symbols

•participating in 
classroom decision 
making

•creating 
neighborhood 
maps

•identifying 
community events 
and celebrations
•recognizing 
significant local 
community 
landmarks
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•make a class book 
of rules and 
responsibilities of 
our school 
community

•collect and share 
data  for a class 
graph showing 
likenesses and 
differences in 
families

•create a time line of 
your  family’s annual 
customs/traditions 

•create a shopping 
list  for items 
needed for a 
community gift 
basket

•demonstrate how 
money is earned 
and spent by role 
playing an 
occupation 

•create and share a 
poster of a 
national symbol

•update your class 
book of rules and 
responsibilities of 
the school 
community

•create and 
present a map of a 
community with 
structures, streets,  
compass 
directions and a 
key

•create an art project  
that illustrates 
community landmarks 
using  drawings, 
sculptures, photos or 
graphs
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BOCES Videos:
•#4517 What is a 
Family 
•# 5636 What is an 
American 

•Whole Language 
Units for Social 
Studies PreK-1 
(Teacher Created 
Materials)

BOCES Videos:
• # 584 Be My 
Friend:  A Visit to 
Four American 
Families 
• # 4016 How 
Communities Are 
Alike and Different  

• Celebrations  By 
Caroline Feller Bauer
HW Wilson Company
1985
• Celebrate with Books: 
Lit Based whole 
Language
By Imogene Forte & 
Joy Mackenzie
Incentive Publications, 
Inc.  1991
• Special Day 
Celebrations 
By Elizabeth 
McKennon
Warren Publishing 
House, Inc
1989
• Celebrations 
By Toni Bauman 
Good Apple Inc.  1985

•Whole Language 
Units for Social 
Studies PreK-1 
(Teacher Created 
Materials)
•Celebrate the Winter 
Holidays Scholastic

BOCES  Videos:
•# 7474  Service 
Workers

•Whole Language 
Units for Social 
Studies PreK-1 
(Teacher Created 
Materials)
•Teacher created 
activities

•Social Studies K-1 (A 
Frank Schaffer 
Publication)

BOCES Videos:
• # 3982 US Symbols
•# 3767 Citizenship in 
the Community
•#6278 Am. Hist
For Children:  
Washington DC
•#6271 AHFC:  
American 
Independence

• Kids Power 
Changing Public 
Policy
Cobblestone 
Magazine
December 1993
• Take a Stand Daniel 
Weizman
Price Stern Sloan, Inc
1996

•Social Studies K-1 (A 
Frank Schaffer 
Publication)
•Scholastic Mega-fun 
map skills, 1998, isbn#
0590187988
•Around My Town 
Evan-Moor, EMC 4141
•Around the 
Community-Frank 
Schaffer FS 69007

BOCES Videos:
•#4334 City and 
Suburb II:  Things to 
See and Do (P)
•This is Our World

• Kid’s US Road Atlas  
By Rand McNally 1992
•United States Atlas for 
Young People
By Katie Billingslee 
Smith Ottenheimer 
Publishers Inc.  1992
• Read Across America
By Gloria Rothstein
Instructional Books
1995

BOCES Videos:
•# PV00184 Maps and 
Globe skills 
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€identifying roles 
and 
responsibilities 
within the school 
community

€communicating 
how families are 
alike and different

€naming traditions 
and customs in 
my family

€understanding the 
relationship 
between earning 
money and buying 
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€making choices 
about the goods 
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Pledge of 
Allegiance
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classroom decision 
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and celebrations
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€The Bernstein 
Bears Go To 
School - Stan & 
Jan Bernstein
€Off To School! - 
Ann Schweninger
Starting First 
Grade - Miriam 
Cohen
Vocabulary
school
community
responsiblility
job

€Fathers, Mothers, 
Sisters, Brothers  - 
Mary Ann Hoberman
€Three Stalks Of 
Corn - Leo Polite
€How My Parents 
Learned To Eat - Ina 
R. Friedman
€A House For 
Everyone - Betty 
Miles
€Me and My Family 
Tree-Joan Sweeney

Vocabulary
depend
family

€Over The River and 
Through The Woods - 
Lydia Maria Child
€The First 
Thanksgiving - Jean 
Craighead George
€Oh, What A 
Thanksgiving - 
Steven Kroll
€The Patchwork Quilt 
- Valerie Flournoy

Vocabulary
customs
traditions
family tree
history

€This Is My 
House - Arthur 
Dorros
€Jesse Bear, What 
Will I Wear? - 
Nancy White
€The Star Tree? - 
Carl Strom
Vocabulary
essential
necessary
needs & wants
earn
goods

€This Is My 
House - Arthur 
Dorros
€Jesse Bear, What 
Will I Wear? - 
Nancy White
€The Star Tree? - 
Carl Strom

Vocabulary
choices
purchase
occupation

€My First Martin 
Luther King Book - 
Dee Lillegard
€A Picture Book Of 
Abraham Lincoln -  
David Adler
€The Star-Spangled 
Banner - Peter Spier
€This is My Country 
- Jene Barr

Vocabulary
nation
liberty
citizen
symbols

€House Mouse, 
Senate Mouse
Peter W. Burnes 
and Cherly Shaw 
Burns, Scholastic, 
1996
€Kid Power
Changing Public 
Policy 
Cobblestone, Mag. 
Dec. 1993
Vocabulary
democracy
power
nation
state
justice

€Be Your Own Map 
Expert - Barbara Taylor
€Mapes And Mazes - 
Gillian Chapman & 
Pam Robson
€New York Facts And 
Symbols - Emily 
McAuliffe
€Puzzle Maps & USA - 
Nancy Clouse
€Mapes And Globes - 
Jack Knowlton
€Mapping Penny•s 
World-Loreen Leidy
€And the Dish Ran 
Away with the Spoon-
Janet Sterto, Susan 
Stevens Grummel
Vocabulary       key,
map, locate, symbols

€People In Your 
Neighborhood - 
Sesame Street

Vocabulary
event
landmark
celebration
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