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         THE    
   AMERICAN 
      DREAM 
 (& literature related 
       to dreams)
   personal dreams 
   dreams in poetry
 
  Quotes regarding   
     dreams and 
      aspirations

       SHORT    
     STORIES
(teachers choice)
   American Authors 

    Brett Harte
   Jack London
  Edgar Allen Poe
John Henrik Clarke     
   Maya Angelou          
          (etc.)

      NOVELS
      (PART 1)
(teachers choice)
  American History 
         Theme
      To Kill a    
  Mocking Bird

  Of Mice & Men
 Catcher in the Rye

       NOVELS
    continued ...
       (PART 2)
(teachers choice)

    Fallen Angels
     Night John
 Huckleberry Finn
      Black Boy

     WRITING,   
 NOTE TAKING, 
   LISTENING

   resume, debate,   
  interview, letters

     DRAMA
     -American   
    Playwrights
  (teacher’s choice)

   12 Angry Men
A Raisin in the Sun
    All My Sons
Death of a Salesman
        Harvey
A Raisin in the Sun

      REPORT   
     WRITING
  (topic choice)

       American   
  author/musician,
          hero
            or
     U.S. famous    
      individual

SHAKESPEARE

         Hamlet
            
             or
       
          Othello 

SURVEY OF 
LITERATURE
- excerpts from 
American literature: 
speeches & 
documents
-news media articles 
& charts/graphics
- personal/business 
letters, email 
- poetry, lyrics

S
K

IL
L

S

•relating story facts
•restating poem in own    
 words
•interpreting &  
 restating poems/songs 
•reading literature for 
 understanding & 
 predicting outcomes
•compare and contrast 
 2 pieces of literature 
 identifying genre &  

ll t f t

•reading with emotion 
& inflection
•analyzing theme
•make inferences 
•distinguish literature 
elements 
•explain authors use of 
literary elements to 
express his pt of view 
•relating story 
elements to personal 

i

•compare and contrast 
different character 
point of view
•make predictions
•analyze how 
historically correct the 
novel is
•identifying obscure 
messages and meaning 
in the text
•analyze character traits 

d ti ti

•paraphrase events and 
express idea to the 
class
•participate in class 
discussion
•listen attentively and 
respond to others ideas
•analyze novel 
according to a 
particular critical lens

•determining 
  relevant vs. 
   irrelevant info.
•evaluating & 
  assessing all sides of 
  an argument
•combining ideas 
about a topic & 
developing an 
argument

•summarize plot 
conflicts
•determining cause &   
   effect
•understanding
 individuals pt. of 
  view
•make reasonable 
inference
•analyze interaction of 
    characters

•research through a 
variety of resources
•determine relevant and 
irrelevant information
•take notes 
paraphrasing
•understand plagiarism
•cite 
references/resources
•write a well organized 
paper 

iti h d ft

•critical thinking /   
   plot analysis
•language analysis 
•understanding 
•characters pt. of view
•participating in class 
    discussion
•making predictions

•identify the purpose 
of the writing
 •compare how two 
authors express the 
same theme 
•interpret and create 
graphs/charts
• support a personal 
point of view by 
relating to excerpts 
from 

li / i i
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ELA 1- Language for Information & Understanding:  Students will listen, speak, read, & write for information and understanding.  
ELA 2 - Language for Literary Response & Expression:  Students will read & listen to oral, written, & electronically produced texts & performances from American & world  literature ...
ELA 3 - Language for Critical Analysis & Evaluation:  Students will listen, speak, read, & write for critical analysis & evaluation.  
ELA 4 - Language for Social Interaction:  Students will listen, speak, read, & write for social interaction.
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-Compare and 
synthesize information 
from different sources.
-Read and  view texts 
and performances from 
a wide range of authors, 
subjects and genres.
-Understand that 
different points of view 
depending on the 
particular interests and 
values of the individual 
& recognize those 
differences in 
perspective in texts and 
presentations.

-Relate new information 
to prior knowledge and 
experience.
-Read aloud with 
expression conveying 
meaning and mood of a 
work.
-Identify significant 
literary elements 
(including metaphor, 
symbolism, 
foreshadowing, dialect, 
and meter, irony, and 
climax.)

-Present responses to 
and interpretations of 
literature, making 
reference to the literary 
elements found in the 
text and connections 
with their personal 
knowledge and 
experiences.
-Evaluate literary merit 
based on an 
understanding of the 
genres and the literary 
elements.
-Understand how 
multiple levels of 

-Listen attentively to 
others and build on 
others’ ideas in 
conversations with 
peers and adults.
-Express ideas and 
concerns clearly and 
respectfully in 
conversations and 
group discussions.
-Distinguish between 
relevant and irrelevant 
information and 
between fact and 
opinion.

-Make effective use of 
details, evidence, and 
arguments and of 
presentational 
strategies to influence 
and audience to adopt 
their position.
-Express ideas and 
concerns clearly and 
respectfully in 
conversations and 
group discussions.
-Use appropriate 
language and style for 
the situation and the 
audience and take into 

-Read aloud 
expressively to convey 
a clear interpretation of 
the work.
-Evaluate literary merit 
based on an 
understanding of the 
genre, the literary 
elements, and the 
literary period and -
tradition.
Produce interpretations 
of literary works that 
identify different levels 
of meaning and 
comment on their 

-Write and present 
research reports, future 
articles, and 
thesis/support papers 
on a variety of topics 
related to all school 
subjects.
-Use standard English 
for formal presentation 
of information, 
selecting, appropriate 
grammatical 
constructions and 
vocabulary using a 
variety of sentence 
structures and 

-Recognize and 
understand the 
significance of a wide 
range of literary 
elements and 
techniques(including 
figurative language, 
imagery, allegory, 
irony, blank verse, 
symbolism, stream of 
consciousness) and use 
those elements to 
interpret the work.
-Evaluate literary merit 
based on an 
understanding of the 

-Present responses to 
and interpretations of 
works of recognized 
literary merit with 
references to the 
principal features of the 
genre, the period, and 
literary tradition and 
drawling on their 
personal experiences 
and knowledge.
- Monitor and adjust 
their own oral and 
written presentation to 
have the greatest 
influence on a 
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         THE    
   AMERICAN 
      DREAM 
 (& literature related 
       to dreams)
   personal dreams 
   dreams in poetry
 
  Quotes regarding   
     dreams and 
      aspirations

       SHORT    
     STORIES
(teachers choice)
   American Authors 

    Brett Harte
   Jack London
  Edgar Allen Poe
John Henrik Clarke     
   Maya Angelou          
          (etc.)

      NOVELS
      (PART 1)
(teachers choice)
  American History 
         Theme
      To Kill a    
  Mocking Bird

  Of Mice & Men
 Catcher in the Rye

       NOVELS
    continued ...
       (PART 2)
(teachers choice)

    Fallen Angels
     Night John
 Huckleberry Finn
      Black Boy

     WRITING,   
 NOTE TAKING, 
   LISTENING

   resume, debate,   
  interview, letters

     DRAMA
     -American   
    Playwrights
  (teacher’s choice)

   12 Angry Men
A Raisin in the Sun
    All My Sons
Death of a Salesman
        Harvey
A Raisin in the Sun

      REPORT   
     WRITING
  (topic choice)

       American   
  author/musician,
          hero
            or
     U.S. famous    
      individual

SHAKESPEARE

         Hamlet
            
             or
       
          Othello 

SURVEY OF 
LITERATURE
- excerpts from 
American literature: 
speeches & 
documents
-news media articles 
& charts/graphics
- personal/business 
letters, email 
- poetry, lyrics

Does  one’s culture or 
experiences effect 
one’s dreams?
Do we have control 
over reaching our 
dreams?
Can we have 
conflicting dreams?
What is the American 
Dream?
How do dreams 
influence literature?

What makes writing 
worth reading?

What’s the point of a 
point of view?

Is there anything 
original?

What can we learn 
about history by 
reading literature?

Are all cultures equally 
valuable?

Are humans inhumane?

What makes writing 
worth reading?

Do we have control 
over our destiny?

Can you win and lose 
at the same time?

What aspects of writing 
are essential for 
understanding?

How do you express 
your point of view 
clearly and 
understandably?

Why is it important to 
organize and 
summarize 
information.

Why is it important to 
use a variety of 
resources for a research 
paper?

What is the importance 
of research writing to 
the larger community?

What is Hamlet’s tragic 
flaw?

Do you recognize the 
themes in Hamlet?  

Do these same themes 
prevail today?

What makes 
Shakespeare special?

What is the purpose of 
writing and reading?

What’s the point of a 
point of view?

Is life reflected in 
writings?

How do authors use 
literary elements and 
techniques to convey 
an idea?

Is literature art?

Does art imitate life?

Does drama “mirror” 
real life?

How do words on paper 
become emotionally 
fulfilling?
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H What are your dreams?

Why do we have 
dreams?

Literary themes related 
to specific times in 
history

Individual 
contributions of 
American Authors

Author’s biography

Vocabulary specific to 
the time period which 
may be unfamiliar in 
today’s vernacular 

Various conflict’s 
within the novel

To explain and 
persuade skillfully

Analyze issues and 
come up with issues

Contemporary 
American playwrights

Biographies of 
playwrights

Using data and 
supportive examples to 
support thesis

Paraphrasing

Writing 
bibliography/works 
cited

Life & Work of  
  Wm Shakespeare

What is the 
  purpose of 
  soliloquy?

Famous quotes

Literary elements & 
techniques

Types of genre

Forms of writing
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How to develop a plan 
for reaching a dream.

(How to overcome 
obstacles and obtain 
support)

Recognizing dreams 
and what effects dreams

Recognizing different 
points of view.

Recognizing themes in 
literature.

Elements of a short 
story.

Identifying the 
audience.

The history of the time 
period of the novel.

Interrelationships of 
the characters in the 
novel.

Sort fact from fiction.

Novel’s historical 
background & time 
line.

Social mores of the 
novel’s time period.

Literary devices used 
in the novel.

The writing process; 
rough draft, revising 
and final draft.

Understanding points 
of view.

Developing relevant 
questions for and 

interview.

Structure of a 
play/drama.

Essential elements of 
story telling.

Themes universal to 
mankind.

Complex stories arise 
from simple ideas.

Using quotes correctly
Developing a thesis 
   statement.
Utilizing a variety of 
   sources(internet, 
   library) and 
Distinguish relevant 
   and irrelevant 
   information.
Know difference 
   between valid sources 
   and deceptive 
   propaganda on the 
   net.

What is tragedy?

Character traits & 
    stereotypes

Tragic Flaw

The Globe Theater

Geography of the 
    play’ setting

The human condition

Determine what is 
relevant vs irrelevant.

Writing process.

Universal themes in 
literature.

Purposes of reading 

and writing.
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         THE    
   AMERICAN 
      DREAM 
 (& literature related 
       to dreams)
   personal dreams 
   dreams in poetry
 
  Quotes regarding   
     dreams and 
      aspirations

       SHORT    
     STORIES
(teachers choice)
   American Authors 

    Brett Harte
   Jack London
  Edgar Allen Poe
John Henrik Clarke     
   Maya Angelou          
          (etc.)

      NOVELS
      (PART 1)
(teachers choice)
  American History 
         Theme
      To Kill a    
  Mocking Bird

  Of Mice & Men
 Catcher in the Rye

       NOVELS
    continued ...
       (PART 2)
(teachers choice)

    Fallen Angels
     Night John
 Huckleberry Finn
      Black Boy

     WRITING,   
 NOTE TAKING, 
   LISTENING

   resume, debate,   
  interview, letters

     DRAMA
     -American   
    Playwrights
  (teacher’s choice)

   12 Angry Men
A Raisin in the Sun
    All My Sons
Death of a Salesman
        Harvey
A Raisin in the Sun

      REPORT   
     WRITING
  (topic choice)

       American   
  author/musician,
          hero
            or
     U.S. famous    
      individual

SHAKESPEARE

         Hamlet
            
             or
       
          Othello 

SURVEY OF 
LITERATURE
- excerpts from 
American literature: 
speeches & 
documents
-news media articles 
& charts/graphics
- personal/business 
letters, email 
- poetry, lyrics

Does  one’s culture or 
experiences effect 
one’s dreams?
Do we have control 
over reaching our 
dreams?
Can we have 
conflicting dreams?
What is the American 
Dream?
How do dreams 
influence literature?

What makes writing 
worth reading?

What’s the point of a 
point of view?

Is there anything 
original?

What can we learn 
about history by 
reading literature?

Are all cultures equally 
valuable?

Are humans inhumane?

What makes writing 
worth reading?

Do we have control 
over our destiny?

Can you win and lose 
at the same time?

What aspects of writing 
are essential for 
understanding?

How do you express 
your point of view 
clearly and 
understandably?

Why is it important to 
organize and 
summarize 
information.

Why is it important to 
use a variety of 
resources for a research 
paper?

What is the importance 
of research writing to 
the larger community?

What is Hamlet’s tragic 
flaw?

Do you recognize the 
themes in Hamlet?  

Do these same themes 
prevail today?

What makes 
Shakespeare special?

What is the purpose of 
writing and reading?

What’s the point of a 
point of view?

Is life reflected in 
writings?

How do authors use 
literary elements and 
techniques to convey 
an idea?

Is literature art?

Does art imitate life?

Does drama “mirror” 
real life?

How do words on paper 
become emotionally 
fulfilling?
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•relating story facts
•restating poem in own    
 words
•interpreting &  
 restating poems/songs 
•reading literature for 
 understanding & 
 predicting outcomes
•compare and contrast 
 2 pieces of literature 
 identifying genre &  

ll t f t

•reading with emotion 
& inflection
•analyzing theme
•make inferences 
•distinguish literature 
elements 
•explain authors use of 
literary elements to 
express his pt of view 
•relating story 
elements to personal 

i

•compare and contrast 
different character 
point of view
•make predictions
•analyze how 
historically correct the 
novel is
•identifying obscure 
messages and meaning 
in the text
•analyze character traits 

d ti ti

•paraphrase events and 
express idea to the 
class
•participate in class 
discussion
•listen attentively and 
respond to others ideas
•analyze novel 
according to a 
particular critical lens

•determining 
  relevant vs. 
   irrelevant info.
•evaluating & 
  assessing all sides of 
  an argument
•combining ideas 
about a topic & 
developing an 
argument

•summarize plot 
conflicts
•determining cause &   
   effect
•understanding
 individuals pt. of 
  view
•make reasonable 
inference
•analyze interaction of 
    characters

•research through a 
variety of resources
•determine relevant and 
irrelevant information
•take notes 
paraphrasing
•understand plagiarism
•cite 
references/resources
•write a well organized 
paper 

iti h d ft

•critical thinking /   
   plot analysis
•language analysis 
•understanding 
•characters pt. of view
•participating in class 
    discussion
•making predictions

•identify the purpose 
of the writing
 •compare how two 
authors express the 
same theme 
•interpret and create 
graphs/charts
• support a personal 
point of view by 
relating to excerpts 
from 

li / i i
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- Students develop a 
project depicting their 
personal dreams for 
themselves and the 
nation.  The project 
could be any of the 
following:  collage, 
poems, short story or 
song.  Students should 
be able to explain why 
that is a dream and how 

- Students write a short 
story to be submitted 
to literary 
magazines/books/inter
net sites that are for 
teens.  Teacher can 
provide story starters if 
necessary.
(Cicada, Chicken Soup 
Series)
- Create an poster 

- Design a poster 
advertising the novel 
as a motion picture
- Create a comic strip 
depicting some portion 
of the novel
- Recreate an exciting 
scene from the novel 
with your own cast 
from the class.

- Create a power point 
presentation of the 
novel.  Introduce 
characters (& their 
traits), setting, plot 
events, theme and 
several examples of 
literary elements.

- Develop an argument 
paper about policies 
regarding metal 
detectors in schools.  * 
pick a side,* research 
information to validate 
your point of view, * 
interview school staff 
member or student 
regarding pros& cons 
of the issue

-Design a Playbill for 
the play read in class
- Rewrite or create a 
future scene of the play 
using dialogue 
- In poster form, 
research and create a 
time line of author’s 
life including 
historical events

-Choose an issue and 
write a research paper 
on your perspective.  
Provide relevant 
reasons and examples 
from at least three 
resources to support 
your perspective.  Use 
works cited and 
references

-Creation of Character 
Shield - Each section of 
the shield should 
represent 1 characters:
1.  goals 2.  worst fear
3.  essential nature in 
symbolic form (animal)
4.  three words 
representing the 
character
Each section should 

- Select an issue and 
find at least three 
written sources that 
supports your point of 
view.  Persuade a 
specific audience to 
agree with your point 
of view by writing a 
persuasive essay, letter, 
song, political cartoon 
or creating an ad 
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         THE    
   AMERICAN 
      DREAM 
 (& literature related 
       to dreams)
   personal dreams 
   dreams in poetry
 
  Quotes regarding   
     dreams and 
      aspirations

       SHORT    
     STORIES
(teachers choice)
   American Authors 

    Brett Harte
   Jack London
  Edgar Allen Poe
John Henrik Clarke     
   Maya Angelou          
          (etc.)

      NOVELS
      (PART 1)
(teachers choice)
  American History 
         Theme
      To Kill a    
  Mocking Bird

  Of Mice & Men
 Catcher in the Rye

       NOVELS
    continued ...
       (PART 2)
(teachers choice)

    Fallen Angels
     Night John
 Huckleberry Finn
      Black Boy

     WRITING,   
 NOTE TAKING, 
   LISTENING

   resume, debate,   
  interview, letters

     DRAMA
     -American   
    Playwrights
  (teacher’s choice)

   12 Angry Men
A Raisin in the Sun
    All My Sons
Death of a Salesman
        Harvey
A Raisin in the Sun

      REPORT   
     WRITING
  (topic choice)

       American   
  author/musician,
          hero
            or
     U.S. famous    
      individual

SHAKESPEARE

         Hamlet
            
             or
       
          Othello 

SURVEY OF 
LITERATURE
- excerpts from 
American literature: 
speeches & 
documents
-news media articles 
& charts/graphics
- personal/business 
letters, email 
- poetry, lyrics
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€relating story facts
€restating poem in own    
 words
€interpreting &  
 restating poems/songs 
€reading literature for 
 understanding & 
 predicting outcomes
€compare and contrast 
 2 pieces of literature 
 identifying genre &  

ll t f t

€reading with emotion 
& inflection
€analyzing theme
€make inferences 
€distinguish literature 
elements 
€explain authors use of 
literary elements to 
express his pt of view 
€relating story 
elements to personal 

i

€compare and contrast 
different character 
point of view
€make predictions
€analyze how 
historically correct the 
novel is
€identifying obscure 
messages and meaning 
in the text
€analyze character traits 

d ti ti

€paraphrase events and 
express idea to the 
class
€participate in class 
discussion
€listen attentively and 
respond to others ideas
€analyze novel 
according to a 
particular critical lens

€determining 
  relevant vs. 
   irrelevant info.
€evaluating & 
  assessing all sides of 
  an argument
€combining ideas 
about a topic & 
developing an 
argument

€summarize plot 
conflicts
€determining cause &   
   effect
€understanding
 individuals pt. of 
  view
€make reasonable 
inference
€analyze interaction of 
    characters

€research through a 
variety of resources
€determine relevant and 
irrelevant information
€take notes 
paraphrasing
€understand plagiarism
€cite 
references/resources
€write a well organized 
paper 

iti h d ft

€critical thinking /   
   plot analysis
€language analysis 
€understanding 
€characters pt. of view
€participating in class 
    discussion
€making predictions

€identify the purpose 
of the writing
 €compare how two 
authors express the 
same theme 
€interpret and create 
graphs/charts
€ support a personal 
point of view by 
relating to excerpts 
from 

li / i i
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Poetry by Langston 
Hughes and 
Emily Dickinson, etc.

Martin Luther King Jr•s  
•I have a dreamŽ

Globe Literature (Green 
& Silver level)
Globe Book C.  1990

American Literature
Globe Fearon Ed. 
Publisher 1996

Write Source 2000 
Sebranek, Meyer and 
Kemp

150 Great Short Stories
J. Weston Walch, 
Publisher
ISBN 0-8251-1497-7

Teaching with 50 Great 
Short Stories
J. Weston Walch, 
Publisher
ISBN 0-8251-2291-0

50 Great Short Stories:  
Bantam Books Milton 
Crane 

Globe Literature
Silver Level (11)
Globe Book Co. 1990
ISBN 1-55675-175-3

Novel Units
PO Box 1461
Palatine, IL 60078
1-800-424-2084

Hardcover copies of 
various novels may be 
purchased from:
 Perma-Bound

New York State 
Regents Coach
by Crowell & Kolba
2000 - Ed. Design 
   for use w/ the   
     critical lens

The New 
Comprehensive 
English Exam Guide

Writers INC: A student 
handbook for writing 
and learning.
by Sebranek, Meyer, 
Kemper
All  write: A student 
handbook for writing 
and learning
Write the source

New York State 
Regents Coach
by Crowell & Kolba
2000 - Ed. Design

Writing: Process to 
product  Parker & 
McDougall

Perma-Bound
1-800-637-6581

Barnes & Noble

Creative Drama in the 
Classroom:  McCaslin
Plays without endings:  
Fearon

Write for College
Write Source Great 
Source Ed. Group
Houghton Mifflin 
Co.1997

Write for college
Practicing the Writing 
Process:   volume 3

Writing in the content 
areas:  Crowell & Kolba

The Tragedy of  
Othello, The Moor of 
Venice
The New Folger Library 
Shakespeare
1993

Shakespeare Stories I
& Shakespeare Stories 
II by Leon Garfield
Houghton Mifflin Co. 
1995

Hamlet (based on the 
animated tales as seen 
on HBO)
abridged by Leon 
Garfield
Knopf 1992

Words That Built A 
Nation by Marilyn 
Miller

Cicada by Cricket 
Magazine Group

Voices From Vietnam 
by Barry Denenberg
To Be A Slave by 
Julius Lester

Dear America:  Letters 
Home From Vietnam by 
Bernard Edelman

Literary Cavalcade
    Scholastic
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