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  Biography and 
Auto
        Biography

Excerpts from 
famous
   bios  &  
autobios

  “All About Me”
   Write short 

  The Short Story
  Teacher’s choice -
     around a theme

   Eldia dela Muerto:
“The Day of the Dead”

 Elements of the short 
     Story

Read Poe story out 
loud

      Mythology
                 and/or
           Beowulf
Pyramus & 
Thisbe
 The Cyclops
   Cerberus
   Arachne
   The Odyssey
   Pandora’s Box

   Short Stories  and  
        Plays in the   
 Holiday tradition

Teacher’s choice 
“The Gift of the 
Magi”
“The Boy who 
Painted Christ 
Black”

  Arthurian Legends

         

  selected legends

     Listening    &    
      notetaking    
         exercises

    Black History
             and 
   Reports Writing 
  ~ Short stories 
 Harlem Renaissance
 ~ Research report on  
       a  famous Black 
          American

~  Martin Luther King
 
 “A Raisin in the Sun”
 ~ Valentine cards

    Shakespeare
        and
          Poetry

  ~ Author research

  ~ Romeo & Juliet

  ~ Sonnets

        The  Novel
Teacher’s choice:
  Parzival;- The Quest 
for the Grail Knight
 The Three Musketeers
  My Name is Not 
Angelica
   (see materials for    
    other suggestions)
   Responding to 
        Literature
    Critical Lens

Persuasive Writing

CharacterAnalysis
Friendly letter to bio-
graphical character

   “PASATFWOT”

  P=physical 
  A=appearance
  S=speech
  A=actions
   T=thoughts
  F=feelings
  W = What
O = Others

S
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 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing
 • interpreting
  • evaluating 
  • presenting
 • recognizing 
biography & auto- bio

 • using direct quotes

 • identifying genre

 •responding to 
         literature

  • analyzing theme
  • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

 • taking notes

 • analyzing

 • inference
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking

  •writing

  

  • interpret author’s 
           message
  • compare & contrast 
         cultures
  • listening
  • reading
  • speaking
  •writing

 • discussing
 • distinquishing 
    between fact & 
      fiction
 • listening
 • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

 • researching
 • brainstorming
 • sequencing
 
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing process

  • reading & 
    •     responding to 
             literature
 • types of poetry
 • poetic terms
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

 • analyzing 
            informatioon
 • drawing 
         conclusions
 • verifying 
         conclusions
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

  • analyzing

  • understanding   
      characterization

  • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing
   •antagonist
   •protagonist
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ELA #1 - Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.
ELA #2 - Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.
ELA #3 - Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
ELA #4 - Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.
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•read from inform.  
texts such as bios 
and autobios
•use a variety of 
print and 
electronic forms 
for social 
communication 
with peers/adults

• use a variety of 
print and 
electronic forms 
for social 
communication 
with peers/adults
•listen attentively 
to others and build 
on others’ ideas in 
communication 
with peers/adults

•write original 
pieces in a variety 
of literary forms, 
correctly using the 
conventions of the 
genre and using 
structure and voice 
to achieve an 
effect

•present responses 
to and 
interpretations of 
literature, making 
reference to the 
literary elements 
found in the text 
and connections 
with their personal 
experience

•listen attentively 
to others and build 
on others’ ideas in 
communication 
with peers/adults
•create their own 
stories, poems, 
songs, using 
elements of lit. and 
appropriate voc.

•select and limit 
topics for 
inform..writing
•understand lit. 
elements of 
setting, char.,plot, 
theme, pt. of view 
and compare to 
other works/own 
lives

•read from inform. 
texts
•present responses 
to/interpretations 
of literature 
making reference 
to lit. elem. found 
in text and 
connections with 
personal exper.

•creat their own 
stories, poems, 
songs, using elem. 
of lit. and approp. 
voc.
•use a variety of 
print/electronic 
forms for social 
comm. w/ peers 
and adults

•analyze/synth.
inform. from diff. 
sources by making 
connections and 
showing relation-
ships to other 
texts, ideas, sub-
jects and to the 
world at large
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  Biography and 
Auto
        Biography

Excerpts from 
famous
   bios  &  
autobios

  “All About Me”
   Write short 

  The Short Story
  Teacher’s choice -
     around a theme

   Eldia dela Muerto:
“The Day of the Dead”

 Elements of the short 
     Story

Read Poe story out 
loud

      Mythology
                 and/or
           Beowulf
Pyramus & 
Thisbe
 The Cyclops
   Cerberus
   Arachne
   The Odyssey
   Pandora’s Box

   Short Stories  and  
        Plays in the   
 Holiday tradition

Teacher’s choice 
“The Gift of the 
Magi”
“The Boy who 
Painted Christ 
Black”

  Arthurian Legends

         

  selected legends

     Listening    &    
      notetaking    
         exercises

    Black History
             and 
   Reports Writing 
  ~ Short stories 
 Harlem Renaissance
 ~ Research report on  
       a  famous Black 
          American

~  Martin Luther King
 
 “A Raisin in the Sun”
 ~ Valentine cards

    Shakespeare
        and
          Poetry

  ~ Author research

  ~ Romeo & Juliet

  ~ Sonnets

        The  Novel
Teacher’s choice:
  Parzival;- The Quest 
for the Grail Knight
 The Three Musketeers
  My Name is Not 
Angelica
   (see materials for    
    other suggestions)
   Responding to 
        Literature
    Critical Lens

Persuasive Writing

CharacterAnalysis
Friendly letter to bio-
graphical character

   “PASATFWOT”

  P=physical 
  A=appearance
  S=speech
  A=actions
   T=thoughts
  F=feelings
  W = What
O = Others

How are people alike & 
how are they different?

How does reading 
biographies enable us 
to better understand 
ourselves?

 Does literature
 influence our cultural 
 beliefs or do our 
 cultural beliefs 
 influence literature?

  How does mythology 
reflects the times in 
which it was generated?

There is validity in  
cultural diversity as 
related to holiday 
celebrations.  

What is the difference 
between history and 
legend?

  Who was William 
Shakespeare?

Why are his works still 
remembered?

Why is William 
Shakespeare so highly 
esteemed?

What is the difference 
in structure of a novel 
vs. a short story?

How are they the same?

How important are 
characters in a story or 
novel?

How does an author 
achieve 
characterization?

  What are some of the 
literary and historic 
contributions of 
African Americans in 
our country?
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between biography & 
auto-biography.
Knowing others 
peoples stories and 
their overcoming 
adversity.

Literary themes unique 
to specific culture.

Becoming familar w/ 
well know plots of well 
known myths and 
idioms and allusions 
detrive from these 
myths.

What aspects of 
holidays are 
similar/different from 
culture to culture?

How honestly do the 
legends portray the 
time period?

Being familar with 
famous Afro-American 
personalities & 
authors.

  Famous quotations 
from Shakespeare & 
their sources.

Literary techiques & 
elements; such as:
sentence structure, 
dialogue, paragraph 
length, theme, author 
message.  

How are characters in 
novel related to 
characters in real life?
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Recognizing the 
importance of 
point of view 
between 
biography and 
auto-biography & 
how it effects 
what you are 
reading.

Recognizing  universal 
themes that are 
expressed in a culture’s 
literature how they are 

used by the writer.

 

Understand the history 
of oral tradition in 
literature.

To learn about arious 
religions & seculars 
expressions of holiday 
traditions

What purpose did these 
legends serve?

How Afro-Americans 
have expressed their 
enthic struggles & 
victories in literature.

Knowledge of the 
works of William 
Shakespeare.

   • Comedies
   • Histories
   • Tragedy
   • Poetry

Author’s view point How has author chosen 
to reveal a character?

• eg. 

  Where the Heart Is.
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T

  Biography and 
Auto
        Biography

Excerpts from 
famous
   bios  &  
autobios

  “All About Me”
   Write short 

  The Short Story
  Teacher’s choice -
     around a theme

   Eldia dela Muerto:
“The Day of the Dead”

 Elements of the short 
     Story

Read Poe story out 
loud

      Mythology
                 and/or
           Beowulf
Pyramus & 
Thisbe
 The Cyclops
   Cerberus
   Arachne
   The Odyssey
   Pandora’s Box

   Short Stories  and  
        Plays in the   
 Holiday tradition

Teacher’s choice 
“The Gift of the 
Magi”
“The Boy who 
Painted Christ 
Black”

  Arthurian Legends

         

  selected legends

     Listening    &    
      notetaking    
         exercises

    Black History
             and 
   Reports Writing 
  ~ Short stories 
 Harlem Renaissance
 ~ Research report on  
       a  famous Black 
          American

~  Martin Luther King
 
 “A Raisin in the Sun”
 ~ Valentine cards

    Shakespeare
        and
          Poetry

  ~ Author research

  ~ Romeo & Juliet

  ~ Sonnets

        The  Novel
Teacher’s choice:
  Parzival;- The Quest 
for the Grail Knight
 The Three Musketeers
  My Name is Not 
Angelica
   (see materials for    
    other suggestions)
   Responding to 
        Literature
    Critical Lens

Persuasive Writing

CharacterAnalysis
Friendly letter to bio-
graphical character

   “PASATFWOT”

  P=physical 
  A=appearance
  S=speech
  A=actions
   T=thoughts
  F=feelings
  W = What
O = Others

How are people alike & 
how are they different?

How does reading 
biographies enable us 
to better understand 
ourselves?

 Does literature
 influence our cultural 
 beliefs or do our 
 cultural beliefs 
 influence literature?

  How does mythology 
reflects the times in 
which it was generated?

There is validity in  
cultural diversity as 
related to holiday 
celebrations.  

What is the difference 
between history and 
legend?

  Who was William 
Shakespeare?

Why are his works still 
remembered?

Why is William 
Shakespeare so highly 
esteemed?

What is the difference 
in structure of a novel 
vs. a short story?

How are they the same?

How important are 
characters in a story or 
novel?

How does an author 
achieve 
characterization?

  What are some of the 
literary and historic 
contributions of 
African Americans in 
our country?
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 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing
 • interpreting
  • evaluating 
  • presenting
 • recognizing 
biography & auto- bio

 • using direct quotes

 • identifying genre

 •responding to 
         literature

  • analyzing theme
  • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

 • taking notes

 • analyzing

 • inference
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking

  •writing

  

  • interpret author’s 
           message
  • compare & contrast 
         cultures
  • listening
  • reading
  • speaking
  •writing

 • discussing
 • distinquishing 
    between fact & 
      fiction
 • listening
 • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

 • researching
 • brainstorming
 • sequencing
 
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing process

  • reading & 
    •     responding to 
             literature
 • types of poetry
 • poetic terms
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

 • analyzing 
            informatioon
 • drawing 
         conclusions
 • verifying 
         conclusions
 • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing

  • analyzing

  • understanding   
      characterization

  • listening
  • reading
 • speaking
  •writing
   •antagonist
   •protagonist

A
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S
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M
E

N
T

Wall of Fame:
     Piece of  work from 
your “All about Me: 
portfolio representing 
self contributed to 
class art gallery.

Oral presentation:
  Choose a short story 
and present it in 
relation  to the time it 
was written or time it 
was about.
  Present as a dateline 
vignette.
  Use video camera.

Create your own myth 
or mythological 
figure/character

Choose a hypothetical 
situation that could be 
used as a contemporary 
myth.

Create a museum 
exhibit using all 
modes of 
communication 
displaying how 
holiday traditions are 
celebrated throughout 
the world.
Student research based 
project.  Students 
select countries to 

Research & demonstate 
an activity from the 
time period of Arthur.

Afro-American speaker 
(or tape) on an issue.  
Students take notes on 
the presentation and 
write a editorial essay 
on the issue.

Compile essays w/ 
graphics to be part of a 
class newspaper.

Build a replica of the 
Globe Theatre.

Diarama of one scene 
from a Shakepearan 
play.

Research costumes or a 
historical event in the 
play.

Teacher or student 
alternative to 
traditional book report.

Hold a press conference 

Place character in 
another book.  How 
would this character act 
in an Arthurian legend.  
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T

  Biography and 
Auto
        Biography

Excerpts from 
famous
   bios  &  
autobios

  •All About MeŽ
   Write short 

  The Short Story
  Teacher•s choice -
     around a theme

   Eldia dela Muerto:
•The Day of the DeadŽ

 Elements of the short 
     Story

Read Poe story out 
loud

      Mythology
                 and/or
           Beowulf
Pyramus & 
Thisbe
 The Cyclops
   Cerberus
   Arachne
   The Odyssey
   Pandora•s Box

   Short Stories  and  
        Plays in the   
 Holiday tradition

Teacher•s choice 
•The Gift of the 
MagiŽ
•The Boy who 
Painted Christ 
BlackŽ

  Arthurian Legends

         

  selected legends

     Listening    &    
      notetaking    
         exercises

    Black History
             and 
   Reports Writing 
  ~ Short stories 
 Harlem Renaissance
 ~ Research report on  
       a  famous Black 
          American

~  Martin Luther King
 
 •A Raisin in the SunŽ
 ~ Valentine cards

    Shakespeare
        and
          Poetry

  ~ Author research

  ~ Romeo & Juliet

  ~ Sonnets

        The  Novel
Teacher•s choice:
  Parzival;- The Quest 
for the Grail Knight
 The Three Musketeers
  My Name is Not 
Angelica
   (see materials for    
    other suggestions)
   Responding to 
        Literature
    Critical Lens

Persuasive Writing

CharacterAnalysis
Friendly letter to bio-
graphical character

   •PASATFWOTŽ

  P=physical 
  A=appearance
  S=speech
  A=actions
   T=thoughts
  F=feelings
  W = What
O = Others
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 € listening
  € reading
 € speaking
  €writing
 € interpreting
  € evaluating 
  € presenting
 € recognizing 
biography & auto- bio
 € using direct quotes

 € identifying genre

 €responding to 
         literature

  € analyzing theme
  € listening
  € reading
 € speaking
  €writing
 € taking notes

 € analyzing

 € inference
 € listening
  € reading
 € speaking
  €writing

  

  € interpret author•s 
           message
  € compare & contrast 
         cultures
  € listening
  € reading
  € speaking
  €writing

 € discussing
 € distinquishing 
    between fact & 
      fiction
 € listening
 € reading
 € speaking
  €writing

 € researching
 € brainstorming
 € sequencing
 
 € listening
  € reading
 € speaking
  €writing process

  € reading & 
    €     responding to 
             literature
 € types of poetry
 € poetic terms
 € listening
  € reading
 € speaking
  €writing

 € analyzing 
            informatioon
 € drawing 
         conclusions
 € verifying 
         conclusions
 € listening
  € reading
 € speaking
  €writing

  € analyzing

  € understanding   
      characterization

  € listening
  € reading
 € speaking
  €writing
   €antagonist
   €protagonist
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Writing Your  Life by 
Mary Borg 
CottonwoodPress, Inc.

When I Was Your Age  
Vol. 1  
Edited by Amy Ehrlich

Multicultural 
Biographies Collection
Globe/Fearson

The Book of Literature
by Janet M. Davis
ISBN: 0-88671-713-2
Sojourner Truth Ain•t I 
a Woman?
by Patricia C. 
McKissack & Fredrick 
McKissack;
Scholastic Biograpy

   Greek Myths
   and Legends

     Heroes, Gods and 
Monsters of The Greek 
Myths
  by Bernard Evslin

World Myths & 
Legends
Fearon/Janus/
Quercus   1992

Introducing 
Mythology:  18 Greek 
* Roman Gods, 
Goddesses, & Heroes
J. Weston Walch Pub.

Mythlogy Around the 
World Posters
J Weston Walch Pub

    HBO animated film
             Beowulf
 Monsters of   
Mythology  (series)
  by Bernard Evslin

Novel Units
P.O.Box 1461
Palatine, IL  60078
1-800-424-2084

Globe Fearon•s
World Literature
•Beowulf and the Fire 
DragonŽ

Greek & Roman Myths
Phoenix Learning 
Resources
1988
D•Aulaires Book of 
Greek Myths

    
     Lake Education   
            Classics

         O. Henry

   Great Short Stories     
      from Around the 
               World II

 King Arthur & His 
Knights of the Round 
Table
Roger Lancelyn Green

from Perma Bound 
Books

film:
The Connecticut 
Yankee in King 
Arthur•s Court

They Went That-A-Way 
by Malcolm Forbes

Use various African 
American author•s 
stories

~John Hendrik Clarke
~Maya Angelou
~Richard Wright

Sojourner Truth Ain•t I 
a Woman?
by Patricia C. 
McKissack & Fredrick 
McKissack;
Scholastic Biograpy

 
    •Romeo & Juliet•   
      abridged by Leo 
            Garfield

~also available the 
animated tales as seen 
on HBO

Novel Units
P.O.Box 1461
Palatine, IL  60078
1-800-424-2084

Video:
A&E•s Biography of 
William Shakespeare
A Life of Drama

  View suggestions 
from   
   Perma-Bound catalog
 ...linking literature to 
the  
NYS Social Studies 
curriculum, K-12 for  
ex.
    adapted versions of:
Les Miserables
Antigone
Ivanhoe
Captive (Scott O•Dell)
Dateline:  Troy
Don Quixote
Mara, Daughter of the 
Nile  by Eloise McGraw
Jane Eyre
Siddhartha
                   See
  Random House & 
Globe Fearon also for
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